Richter's Transformation in the Era of Kinase Inhibitor Therapy: A Review.
Richter's transformation (RT) is the transformation of chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) into rapidly progressive B-cell lymphoma. This disease has long been recognized as a difficult-to-treat illness with poor survival outcomes. Although the incidence of RT has been well documented in previous studies, less is understood in the era of novel therapeutics, such as kinase inhibitors (KIs). The present review discusses the current risk factors, incidence, and outcomes of patients with RT in the modern era of KI therapy. Although the outcomes remain poor for RT patients after KI therapy, the most up-to-date studies have shown no increased incidence of RT in this patient population. Additionally, the present review reports the outcomes from the most recent data on novel therapies under investigation for patients with RT.